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Expressing Solidarity
I was moved by the letter from the

anonymous Karnataka woman who has
filed a case under the Dowry Prohibition
Act. There is a great need to express
solidarity with women who take the
extraordinary step of fighting injustice.

Considering how male oriented and
male dominated the courts and legal
system are, it is better to frame charges
under the strictest possible laws
available and not under such innocuous
laws as the Dowry Prohibition Act.

I would not like to imply that all men
lawyers are anti- women or that all women
lawyers are able to empathize with
women. Yet perhaps women who have
problems specific to women could
discuss a little more freely with a woman
lawyer, which could  give a new
dimension  to the way a case is
presented. I am aware that the desire to
communicate has to be mutual. Both
have to shed some of the reserve which,
I think, is imposed by the roles of counsel
and client. I hope this does not sound
too wishful and far-fetched. Would it not
be a good idea for Manushi to start a
legal consultation column for women?

Krpa, Bangalore
What Women Suffer

... I happened to come across a copy
of Manushi. It seems to be a unique and
excellent magazine which throws light on
various aspects of women’s liberation. I
will try to send you reports of the various
problems faced by women in Bihar, such
as neglect, torture, abduction, murder,
rape. I will also try to popularize and sell
the magazine’”

Recently, on July 26, Asha Devi died
in Patna medical college hospital after

waging a long struggle for life. On July
6, she had been badly burnt in her in-
laws’ house at Gardli Bagh. It is alleged
that the in-laws had demanded a scooter
which  Asha’s parents could not provide.
Asha’s husband Dilip Srivastava has
been taken into police custody. Her
mother-in-law was arrested but released
on bail after she suffered a heart-attack.
Her two sisters-in-law have turned
themselves in. Her father-in-law is
reported to be absconding. .

There was another case in Pengri
village, Nawada district. A young bride
was tied with a rope to a wooden bed
and set on fire. Her father had given a
dowry worth Rs 28,000 and jewels worth
Rs 10,000, yet the in-laws had kept
demanding more jewels. A police case
has been registered but no one has been
arrested yet...

Anubha Sinba, Patna
{translated from Hindi)

Hopeful Of Survival
...It was accidentally that I came

across Manushi in a bookstall here. I
was in for a surprise. I find it incredible
that Manushi has been in existence for
four years, without any financial
backing, and is still most hopeful of
survival without changing this policy, I
can only say that I am overwhelmed by
the tenacity, perseverance and hope of
all those who are behind this venture
and  I wish you all the very best.
Manushi is indeed something special.
The most significant reading in it is the
“Letters to Manushi.” These letters
bring out the problems of women more
vividly than do long studies or articles...

It would be a good idea to have a
series of articles on the existing law of
the land in relation to women, that is,
articles on the acts relating to marriage,
maintenance, divorce, succession. I am
a postgraduate student of law, and I
believe it is important to present the

existing law so as to highlight the
inadequacy of the legal system in
obtaining justice for women in India...

Joseph Oommen, Trivandn
Why Choose Death?

...This is the story of a friend who
was very close to me for many years. A
month ago she committed suicide by
hanging. She was beautiful, well
educated, rich, and was a lecturer in a
government college. She has three
younger sisters who are still studying.

While she was a college student, she
had  an affair with a boy who used to
frequent her house. Her  parents  did  not
agree to let her marry him, and he married
another girl. She was heart-broken and
was in the mental hospital for a month.;
After returning from the hospital, she
began to smoke, drink and take drugs to
forget her sorrow. During this period, she
met another man who was her colleague
in the college  where she taught. He was
a talented man. At that time, she felt that
the whole world was hostile to her. This
man followed her everywhere, showing
devotion to her. She began to  find   solace
in his company. Though he was a
brahmin and she was not, he promised to
marry her and they went around together
for two years. She became crazy about
him and began to lead a normal life for
his sake. He knew all about her past
experience. She spent all her earnings on
him.

When her parents came to know
about  the affair, they agreed that she
should marry him.His parents were
opposed to the idea. He,like a hero,
assured her that he would never desert
her. The wedding day was fixed. The
wedding was to be at Tirupati, as desired
by him. Her parents said they would
deposit Rs 50,000 in her name. She
searched for a small house, paid an
advance of Rs 5,000 in his name, and
bought all the furniture right down to the

Letters To Manushi



NUMBER  SEVENTEEN, AUG-SEPT 1983     25

table napkins.The wedding day was fast
approaching. Then came a letter from
him,  saying that he would not marry her.
The lame excuse he gave was that she
was a drug addict.She and her parents
rushed to meet him. She fell on her knees
before him and begged him to accept her
but he flatly refused. She then caught
hold of his feet and said she was
prepared to live as his housemaid. He
threw her out  of the house and shut the
door on her. Her parents took her home
and planned  to send her abroad for
higher studies. Her visa was ready and
she was to leave in a week. One midnight
she committed  suicide. She left no letter.
She was not even 25 years old.

It is now learnt that this man has
similarly cheated three other girls. There
is no doubt that she died because he
refused to marry her, and he is in a sense
her murderer. I am sure there are many
women like my friend who will readily
die for their love. But was that
philanderer worth it ? She was
economically independent, and able
even to support a family without her
parents’ help. Why  should she not have
lived, and taught that rogue a good
lesson?...

P. Shashikala, Bangalore
Meaning of Life

...I read about the experience of Ms
Sohaila   Abdulali.   She is bold, daring,
and a committed rebel who does not ask
for life but has her own reasons for life.
This is how she is different from most
people in our  society. We should learn
from her that living is the most important
thing in the world. Survivors of rape can
learn from her the meaning of a joyful as
well as a responsible life. ...I congratulate
her and wish her great success in life.
May her thesis on rape be a guideline
for women as well as men ...

Manoj Kumar Panda, Balangir
Protecting Real Culture

...Whenever   I   get   Manushi, I feel
as if I am viewing the whole world
through a microscope. When I get it, I
stop reading everything else, and feel
like reading it from cover to cover. It is a
pity to see educated women still
unawakened, but it is a good sign that

efforts like Manushi are being made to
awaken the sleeping in every colony,
every village.

...Recently, a women’s organization
here called Awaz organized a joint
meeting of  various organizations to have
a discussion with the Gujarat censorship
board. A decision was taken that obscene
plays which corrupt the public mentality
should not be licensed for performance.
It was decided that only after sisters of
Awaz see a particular play and approve
of it, will it be licensed for performance.

...I was inspired to read the case of
Kiran Singh and Anwar Ahmed. Please
convey my thanks to Kiran Singh. She
showed great courage in suffering so
much to set a good example in our
society...

I hope that illiterate women,
organized by voluntary organizations,
will read, study, and become aware of
their rights, so that one day we sisters
will be in a position to preserve and
protect India’s real culture...

Vijaya Desai, Ahmedabad
(translated from Hindi)

is the first magazine to highlight the
exploitation of women in our society.
Since it is published in Hindi and in
English, it can reach the ordinary reader
easily. The story “Twenty Or Twenty
Five” in No. 16 seemed like the story of
every home. There should be more such
stories in the magazine. This will make it
more interesting.

Sushma Dixit, Bhiwani
(translated from Hindi)

Against In-humanity
How wonderful the journal is ! Hats

off! It was really a great joy and surprise
to read Manushi which I obtained from
my friend by chance. It is full of facts,
realities, and is a big treasure-house of
information and knowledge.

I was overjoyed to know that there
are some people fighting and raising their
voice against injustice and inhumanity.
Let me take this opportunity to become
a permanent friend of Manushi by
becoming a life subscriber...

Smita Patil, Bombay
 I was thrilled and moved to read the

interview of Asghari Begum in No. 15.
Please accept my congratulations for
bringing out Manushi, the only one of
its kind in India. You are doing a very,
very useful service to women...

Ela Bhatt, Ahmedabad
Translating To Reach Out

...I had seen Manushi some time ago
but since I was unemployed and come
from a poor family background, I could
not afford to subscribe. I read the story
of  women’s participation in the
Bodhgaya land struggle, in No. 14. It
should be translated into every regional
language and brought to every woman
in the country. I am going to translate it
into Tamil.I am now enclosing my
subscription and I will try to collect more
subscriptions and also sell copies
without taking any commission.

I am a 29 year old bachelor. I have
been very interested in women’s issues
after seeing my own sisters’ dowry
problems, and after reading Simone de
Beauvoir’s “The Second Sex.” I will try
to bring Manushi to more and more
sisters in my surroundings...

M. Padmanaban, Coonoor

Paranoid Hysteria?
Masoom, in Manushi No. 15, which I

read in a library recently, has been
reviewed as though it were the most
depraved sort of sado masochistic
pornography film, and a line of lyric has
been distorted, presumably deliberately,
to synchronize with the reviewer’s
paranoid hysteria.

Undecipherable Initial, Bombay
Story Of every Home

I am very impressed by Manushi. It
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Letter From A Father
I am a  teacher in the government

higher secondary school at Gangapur
city, Rajasthan. In  May 1980,1 married
my daughter  Prabha to Krishnanand, son
of Prabhulal Gupta, also residing in
Gangapur. I spent about Rs 45,000 on the
wedding and dowry, which was more than
I could easily afford. After the marriage
too, I continued to fulfil demands made
by Prabha’s in-laws from time to time.
Krishnanand was a medical student so
he had no income. His parents kept
pressurizing Prabha to take up a job, so
she passed B.ed. and  then began to teach
in a government school. Krishnanand
used to ill treat her, and constantly
threatened to leave her.

In June 1983, Prabha was over eight
months’ pregnant. In the course of a family
quarrel, her in-laws demanded that Rs
30,000 they had spent on Krishnanand’s
education be returned to them. I asked
Prabha to spend the vacation at my house
so she came over on  June 6. On June 9,
her husband came and said  he wanted to
take her to Karauli for a medical check up.
On June 11, Dr Pritampal certified that
Prabha was quite well and her blood
pressure was normal. He prescribed some
iron and calcium tablets for her.

However  on their  return to our  house,
Krishnanand told us that Prabha should
have saltless food. He also started giving
her intravenous GNS. He said she was
weak and needed this. In the course of
the night, he gave her  two bottles of  GNS.
He and Prabha were sleeping in one room
while the rest of us slept on the terrace.
We do not know what other medicines
and injections he gave her.  At  6 a.m. the
next day we found that she was
unconscious. Dr Sethi was called. After
talking to Krishnanand, he examined
Prabha and said her blood pressure was
normal. He prescribed intravenous
glucose and some injections which were
administered by Krishnanand. He assured
us repeatedly that Prabha would soon
recover and that there was no cause for
worry. He said he would give her a
sedative which would keep her
unconscious for a few hours.

Between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Krishnanand gave Prabha about five

injections. At 4.30 p.m. she started
bleeding from the nose and mouth. I
immediately sent my son to call Dr Sethi
but he refused to come, even on hearing
that Prabha was in a serious condition. I
then called another doctor who, as soon
as he saw Prabha, said  that there had
been criminal delay and there was now
little hope of her recovery. However, he
advised us to take her to the Jaipur
hospital and perform a caesarean, which
might save her life. She was taken in an
ambulance. On the way, Krishnanand
gave her another injection. A little while
after this, she breathed her last. When
her  body was taken to her  in-laws’ house,
neighbours advised that a Caesarian be
performed to save the child if possible.
Krishnanand refused and got her
cremated at once.

At that time, I thought this was a
natural death, but later enquiries revealed
that Krishnanand bought a  total of  six
norodrine  injections from local chemist
These  injections   are   administered  only

to patients suffering  from very low blood
pressure. Since Prabhal blood pressure
was normal, the effect of  these injections
would have been to raise her blood
pressure abnormally high,causing    blood
vessels in the brain to burst. Krishnanand
kept her unconscious by continually
injecting  sedatives so that she was unable
to communicate her agony to us.

Krishnanand has denied having
bought the injections but chemists have
stated that he did buy them without a
prescription, saying  that he was a doctor
and needed them for his own  use. Dr Pal,
who had examined Prabha two days
before she died, was astonished to hear
of her death, and asserted that she was
perfectly normal and no need of
norodrine.I suspect that Krishnanand
murdered Prabha so that he, being now
qualified as a doctor, can marry again and
get another big dowty.

Rikhabchand Jain, Rajasthan
(translated from Hindi)

Infusing Compassion  And
Courage

...I rather liked the latest issue. The
water report  is very comprehensive.  The
article on rape by Sohaila was so
wonderfully different from the hundred
others  I’ve read on the same subject.    She
was able to  infuse a compassion   and
courage  into it that was very moving. I
wish  I could meet her ...

Bharati Sadasivam, Madras
Joint Demonstrations

On August 3, several women and
youth  organizations in Patna took out a
joint demonstration protest against
several recent atrocities on women. The
demonstrators drew attention to the
dowry  deaths of Asha and Pratima, the
murder of  Neelam Aggarwal of Dariyapur
by her own  father, the rape of a harijan
woman in Bahadurpur, the rape of a six
year old girl in Nalanda Medical College.
Women’s organizations also held a
meeting  in Dhanbad to express  concern
at the number of dowry deaths being
reported, and to demand amendment of
the anti dowry laws.

 C. A. Kumar,Bihar
A Welcome Judgment

...Section 90 of the Hindu Marriage
Act, 1955, provides for judicial restitution-Jolly Rohajgi
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of  conjugal rights when a spouse deserts
without reasonable excuse. Recently
Sarita a film actress, challenged a petition
for  restitution of conjugal  rights filed
after a marital separation of seven years
by her husband V. Venkatasubbiah.
Justice P. A. Chaudary of the high court
of Andhra Pradesh struck down section
90 saying that forcing one to live with a
separated spouse is an infringement of
the right to lead one’s own life, granted
by article 21 of the constitution. He said
that a separated spouse has the right to
legal protection against forced sex. The
judgment has been warmly welcomed by
all interested in the cause of women...

Sandra Maheshwari, Hyderabad
The phrase“restitution   of  conjugal

rights’’ sounds as if the law is able to
compel a person to live with a spouse,
but in actual fact, this is not so. There   is
no way the law can compel a person to
comply with a decree for restitution   of
conjugal rights, since there is no penalty,
not even a nominal one,laid   down for
non compliance. Non   compliance is not
a legal offence, and one cannot be
prosecuted for it.    However, if  one does
not  comply   with   the decree, the other
spouse   is   entitled to sue for divorce
after two years elapse without a
reconciliation having taken  place. In
cases  where cruelty,   desertion,   and
other such grounds for divorce cannot
be proved due to lack of evidence,  and
when a spouse refuses to go through a
divorce by mutual consent, even though
he or she is not willing to live with his or
her spouse. The other  party often resorts
to this means of getting   a divorce. Since
divorce on the  basis of irremediable
breakdown of marriage is  not  permitted
by  the Hindu Marriage Act, very   often
a husband or a wife refuses divorce to
the other partner merely out of
vindictiveness, even though neither of
them have any   intention  of staying
together. Section 90 provides a way out
in  such  a case.    There  is no question of
section 90 being   used to force sex on
anyone.In the   nineteenth century   it
was  possible for the court to punish  with
imprisonment a person who refused to
comply with a decree for restitution of
conjugal rights. The famous case of

Rukmabai, a girl who refused to stay with
her husband though ordered to do so by
the court, became the occasion for a
campaign by social reformers. Following
this, the penalty for non compliance was
removed, so that section 90 at present
functions only as an additional way of
getting a divorce. As such, there is not
much reason to see the judgment as a step
forward, unless striking down of the
section is accompanied by introduction
of irremediable breakdown of marriage
as a ground for divorce.

—Manushi
Strategies For Change

...I was impressed with Sohaila
Abdulali’s thoughtful and courageous
openness.... It is unfortunate that the
Indian  Health Organization’s demand for
legalization of prostitution was the means
used to get the issue considered in
Manushi. If Manushi uses something like
that it ought to continue its analysis of
the biases and lack of understanding
implicit in IHO’s strategy. The comments
Manushi made, valid .as they are, are only

to strategies for demanding accessible
potable water, as an essential priority?

A Friend
New Efforts

We are writing to tell you about the
activities of Sachetana, a growing
women’s organization here. Sachetana
had published a pamph-let and staged a
street play against dowry. It has
investigated the cases of Suneeta
Bhargava and Rita Ganguly two young
housewives who died under suspicious
circumstances at their in-laws’ homes.
Sachetana demonstrated at the police
stations and demanded that justice be
done.

On May 2, a meeting of 50 women
domestic servants was organized. The
discussion revealed that their biggest
problem is total lack of security of service.
It was also found that these women are
the breadwinners of their families.

Sachetana is  financed by its annual
membership fees which are Rs 12 for
middle class women and Re 1 for  working
class women. It also organizes charity

the beginning of unraveling what is
wrong with IHO’s position. Some day, I
hope the women themselves will present
their own view in a discussion in Manushi,
outlining what changes they feel would
improve their lot to even the smallest
extent.

Ruth’s report on the bills to amend
the dowry and rape laws is very good.
The woodcut of a woman’s face on page
28 is impressive. How does it come about
that the committee of 26 did such a
disgraceful job on the rape legislation ?
Would it make sense for Manushi to call
for a protest campaign against the  revised
bill? Ruth talks about a strategy to
confront it if it becomes law, which is
certainly important, but is there no hope
for foretelling things Prabha’s report on
water scarcity in Madras is good. How
can this kind of report be taken forward,
to the general failure to provide water, and

THE SKELETON
I appear at arranged datings

with borrowed smiles.
I welter in vile rhetoric

while eating sweets.
I inspect summoned girls

with piercing looks.
 I hypothecate my conscience

in bartering for wealth.
 I leave them anxious

without caring an iota.
I am a shameless skeleton

in the garb of a bridegroom.
 - K.V.V.S. Murthy

shows to collect money for its projects
such as a free clinic and a free library.
However it suffers from lack of funds and
lack of dedicated workers. Within its
limited means, it tries its best to improve
the situation in which women are living
today.


