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Endorsements for the Alternative Women’s Reservation Bill

In MANUSHI 116, we had called for support for the Alternative Women’s Reservation Bill drafted by the Forum for
Democratic Reforms. We are encouraged by the fact that we have already received numerous endorsements
from very eminent people in support of our Alternative Bill. For lack of space, in this issue we are
publishing only some of the names of those who sent us their endorsements. We will be publishing
more such endorsements in the next issue of MANUSHI.

We request MANUSHI readers and friends to collect as many more endorsement signatures as they can and
send them to us. We would be happy to send you copies of the Alternative Bill to assist you in this campaign.

Vidya Bal, Founder Editor, Miloon Saryajani, Pune •
Pushpa Bhave, Activist and Writer, Mumbai • Nandini
Satpathy, Former Chief Minister, Orissa • Dr. Devaki
Jain, Founder, Indian Social Studies Trust and MA
Singamma Sreenivasan Foundation, Bangalore • Razia
Patel, Sangharsh Vahini, Pune • Flavia Agnes, Lawyer
and Madhusree Dutta, Filmmaker, Majlis, Mumbai •
Javed Akhtar, Poet and Writer, Mumbai • Tavleen
Singh, Journalist, New Delhi • Mrinal Pande, Writer
and Journalist, New Delhi • Gail Omvedt, Activist and
Writer, Kasegaon, Maharashtra • Dr. Pushpa M.
Bhargava, Former Director, CCMB, Hyderabad •
Dr. Vasudha Dhagamwar, Director, Marg, New Delhi
• Dr. Isher Judge Ahluwalia, Director, ICRIER, New
Delhi• Rani Jethmalani and Meera Mitra,
WARLAW, New Delhi • Swaminathan S. Aiyar,
Consulting Editor, Economic Times, New Delhi • Dr.
M.S. Swaminathan and Mina Swaminathan, M.S.
Swaminathan Research Centre, Chennai • Dr. Kamla
Chaudhry, Vikram Sarabhai Foundation, New Delhi
• Dr. Ashok Jhunjhunwala, Head, Department
of Electrical Engineering, IIT, Chennai • Dr. Indu
Banga, Professor of History, Punjab University,
Chandigarh • Dr. Maithreyi Krishnaraj, (Retd.)
Professor, SNDT Women’s University, Mumbai •
Jaya Arunachalam, President, Working Women’s
Forum, Chennai • Dr. J.S. Grewal, Hon. Director,
Institute of Punjab Studies, Chandigarh • Namita
Gokhale, Writer, New Delhi • Saila Behera,
Basundhra, Cuttack • Sumitra Kant, Mohinder
Kaur, Savitri Devi, Sukhvinder Kaur, J.K.
Kaushal, Veena Kaushal and Nirmal Jeet
Kaur, Punjab Istri Sabha, Chandigarh • Anand
Patwardhan, Filmmaker, Mumbai • Dr. Ashis
Nandy, Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies, New Delhi • Poonam Muttreja,

MacArthur Foundation, New Delhi • Gouri
Choudhury, Action India, New Delhi •   Jamila
Verghese,    Writer,    New   Delhi • Smt.
Gursharan Kaur, New Delhi • Dr. Shanti Ojha,
Editor, Jago Bahan, Patna • Vijaya Chauhan,
UNICEF and Maitreyi, Mumbai • Arpana Caur
and Ajeet Caur, Academy of Fine Arts and
Literature, New Delhi • Malabika Pande,
Secretary, Chetna, Allahabad • Nandini Azad,
Independent Commission for People’s Rights &
Development, New Delhi • Meher Pestonji,
Writer, Mumbai • Donna Fernandes, Kavitha,
Tanseen, Mamta, Satya and Gowri, Campaign
to Defend a Woman’s Right to Life / Vimochana,
Bangalore • Prof. D.N. Dhanagare, Vice
Chancellor, Shivaji University, Kolhapur • Roda
Mistry, Former M.P., and Chairperson, Indian
Council Of Social Welfare, Hyderabad • Sagarika
Ghose, Outlook, New Delhi • Mannika Chopra,
Journalist, New Delhi • Radhika Chopra, Dept.
of Sociology, Delhi School of Economics, Delhi •
Soma Basu, The Hindu, New Delhi • Vandita
Mishra, The Pioneer, New Delhi • Dr. V.B. Singh,
Center for the Study of Developing Societies, New
Delhi • Shoma Chakroborty, The Statesman, New
Delhi • Madhuri Sharon, Vice President, Gufic
Ltd., Mumbai • Sujata Deshmukh, Executive
Editor, Miloon Saryajani, Pune • Prof. S.P. Sathe,
Assistant Director, ILS Law College Campus, Pune
• Prof. Imtiaz Ahmad, Centre for Political Studies,
JNU, New Delhi • Justice A. Laxmana Rao,
Former Chief Justice, Allahabad High Court,
Hyderabad • Prabha Jayaswal, Aadarsh Seva
Sansthan, Jamshedpur • Sarbeswar Behera,
Rural Development and Social Services, Cuttack •
Bijoyini Das, Editor, Jibanarang, Cuttack


