
NUMBER SEVEN 1981

GULBARGA
The First Time

On January 1, 1981, we took out a
women’s procession against rising prices.
The protest was organized by Mahila
Vimochana Sanghatana Samiti. About 60
or 70 women went together to give
memoranda to the Karnataka minister for
food and civil supplies Manik Rao Patil,
the minister for housing and civil
improvement Dharmsingh, the revenue
minister Kharge – who were all here on a
visit – and to the deputy commissioner.

Our slogans were : “Fulfil the demands
of women” and “Long  live women’s
unity.” This was the first time women came
out on the streets of Gulbarga.

—K. Sharifa
TAMILNADU
Women Speak

Sanganankulam is a small village in
Nanganeri taluk, Tirunelveli district. It has
a population of  700. Thevars constitute
90 per cent of the population and the
harijans are a minority. Almost all the
harijans eke out a living by tilling the land
of the thevars. Atrocities on harijans have
always been taking place in Tirunelveli
district and they have increased
considerably over the last two years. In
Sangankulam, women of the adi dravida
community were being regularly raped by
a single family of thevars and harassed by
all the thevar men.

On October 3, 1980, some of the leaders
of Thevendra Kula Velalar Sangam visited
the village and interviewed 13 victims of
rape. This is an exact  translation of exracts
from the taped conversation.

Prema, aged 18 : “About a week ago, I
went out in the afternoon to gather
firewood. Sankar Thevar’s son
Chinnathambi grabbed hold of my hand. I
began to run and cry out. He chased me,
caught hold of me and raped me under a
udai tree. When I told my mother she said
that if we speak about this outside, our
heads will be chopped off. So my mother
took me to live in Tuticorin.”

Manjula, aged 19 : “My house is in
front of the temple. Sankar Thevar’s well
is towards the south. He always used to
whistle at  me and I used to complain about
this. Whenever I went, he was always
trying to corner me. About three months
ago, my parents had gone for a temple feast
and I was alone at home. Late at night, he
came into the house and raped me.”

A girl whose name was not clear from
the tape : “About three months ago, when
I went to bathe, Sankar  Thevar caught
hold of my hand, stripped me and raped
me. I told my father. When my father went
and confronted him, he was beaten up so
much that he vomited blood and died.”

Rajaselvam, aged 23 : “My husband
and I were working in Sankar Thevar’s
house. My husband used to work in the
field. I used to take his midday meal for
him. Sankar Thevar always had his eye on
me. One day, when I took the food, Sankar
sent him away to a shop. Sankar told me to
leave the food in the motor room and go.
But I wanted to wait. Finally it was getting
late so I went to leave the food. He
followed me into the  room, locked the door
and raped me. I screamed. My husband
returned and saw what happened. In the

evening when my husband went to tie up
the cattle, he was beaten up and his dead
body was brought home in a cart. People
were afraid that the police might come so
they all ran away. Sankar and his men came
and took the body, poured kerosene on it
and burnt it. They said they had informed
the police. Next morning they came and
asked me to pay the money they had spent
on my husband’s funeral. I gave them my
tali (wedding chain). They also took all the
paddy I had. I lived alone for two months
but they continued to harass me. So I went
to my father in Tuticorin.”

At the end, an elderly woman speaks,
saying that most of the women have left
the place to escape such cruelties. Her six
sons also ran away due to beatings. Her
three daughters were raped. The husband
of one of them was a blind man. When he
went to demand an explanation from
Thevar, he was beaten and died, vomiting
blood. She says that all this is happening
for over a year but under fear of threats,
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they did not dare tell any outsider, not even
the police. No man is ready to marry the
young girls who have been raped. And
most of the married women who were raped
have been deserted by their husbands.

- Shanta

 BOMBAY
A Women’s Conference

Last year, there were many anti-rape
agitations throughout the country. The
rape of Mathura, Maya Tyagi and many
others exposed the repressive and violent
role of those custodians of law, the police.
Women’s organizations demanded the
reopening of the Mathura case and
amendment of the rape law. The Forum
Against Rape was born out of the
agitations. It mobilized around individual
cases and raised its voice against
atrocities on women. Now the forum has
expanded its sphere of activity and has
changed its name to Forum Against
Oppression of Women.

On November 1, 2, 3, the Forum
arranged a women’s conference. Women
from about 32 organizations and groups
of various kinds, took part in the
conference. The topics discussed in these
three days were  rape, violence in the
family, women and the media, women and
health, women in trade unions, socialist
feminist organizations, women and social
production, autonomous women’s
organizations, hostels for working women,
the various forms of women’s oppression,
amendment of rape laws. The conference
was conducted in English and Hindi.

The following resolutions were passed:
severe condemnation of police,
moneylenders’ and government officials’
sexual attacks on the women activists of
the Kashtakari Sanghatana in Dahanu;
condemnation of the sexual atrocities
committed on the women of Dalli-Rajhara,
Santhal and Karimnagar by the police and
local administration; opposition to the
coming press censorship, to the national
security ordinance which snatches
democratic rights and works against those
who are fighting injustice; with regard to

the bill to amend the rape law, it was agreed
that the bill protects the police, not women,
that the raped woman’s sexual history
should not be considered as evidence in
court, that we as women will unitedly
oppose the proposed press censorship on
rape censes.

On November 4, a public meeting was
held. The representatives of various
women’s organizations expressed their
view and plans of action. A dance drama
on women’s life had a great impact on the
spectators. It traced the questions raised
in a woman’s life from birth to death, the
tortures and injustice she faces. Folk songs
in various regional languages, folk dances
and rituals were woven into the drama.

-Vibhuti Patel

ENGLAND
In Our Own Defence

…The ferment of women’s anger  is on
the rise again. In London, 22 women were
arrested in one week or December for
protesting against society’s violence
towards women.

The protest started in Leeds after the
latest murder by the Yorkshire Ripper, a
married man who has murdered and
mutilated 13 women. 500 of us went
around the streets at night with torches,
telling men to go home, asking them what
right they had to be on the streets and
chanting : “Curfew for men, not women”
(because police have been advising
women to stay at home after dark). Men
were very aggressive, often identifying
with the Ripper and several men became
quite frightened when we challenged them.
We also stormed a cinema showing a
violent pornographic film…

The same week, two young women
were given a heavy jail sentence for killing
their father in self defence, although he
had been savagely beating them and their
mother all their lives. In the same court, on
the same day, a young man who had raped
a seven year old girl 15 times, was set free.
Such is men’s justice. Many more women
up and down the country are getting
angrier and showing it. We have been

campaigning for the release of these two
sisters, with the slogan: “Self defence
should be no offence.”

Cinemas showing pornographic and
violent films have been a focus for our
anger. Women invaded cinemas showing
“Dressed to Kill”, a film which depicts 12
murder of women by a Ripper type maniac.
We ruined the screens by throwing eggs
filled with red paint at them. In Margate,
we picketed a cinema and won a major
victory when the manager decided to take
the film off…

In London, at exactly eight p.m. on
December 11, women masked by balaclava
helmets, stood up in the front rows of eight
cinemas which were showing violent sex
films, and hurled paint bombs and eggs at
the screens. They then shouted a protest,
showered the audience with leaflets
protesting against cinemas making profits
out of sexual terrorism towards women,
and then dashed out. Other cinemas
around the country were attacked either
during or after the films. Cinemas toilets
were blocked with plaster of paris (which
sets very hard), bricks were put through
the windows of pornographic shops,
damage to cinema screens would have cost
owners several thousand pounds. We also
put stickers on hoardings, saying : “This
Ad Insults Women”…

At all our protests, we were harassed
by police who deliberately dressed in
plainclothes and then arrested women on
the charge of obstructing policemen on
duty. The arrested women have to be
careful about participating in further
protests until their cases are decided. This
is another way the authorities try to control
us. We may soon have to start refusing to
pay fines and start going to prison as part
of our protests. We can’t go on and on
paying for men’s  laws and men’s legal
salaries. The price is too high already…

We don’t know how much you hear
about all this in India. We heard quite a bit
about  Prince Charles’ tour and it was really
good to hear about such large
demonstrations against British racist
immigration policy…

-Extracted from letters and
clippings sent by Caroline and Fiona
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ORISSA
The Woman Pays

On October 3, 1980, Chhabirani
Mohapatra, a journalist’s wife who was
also herself a journalist, had to pay the
price for her struggle for press freedom.
She was raped by seven men and murdered
on the sands of Biluakhai river near Biridi,
which is 70 kms away from Bhubaneswar,
the state capital.

Her husband Nabakishore Mohapatra
had left a good teaching job to become a
journalist. Eight years ago he married
Chhabirani and they have a two year old
son. Nabakishore was a block level
reporter of a local language daily
Pragativadi (Progressive). He had also
opened a newspaper and magazine agency
in his rented house at Biridi which is just
three kms away from his native village.
Local magazines like Nainkhunta,
Durmukha, carried some of Nabakishore’s
stories of corruption at village level. While
exposing the nefarious activities of the
block development officer, doctor, social
organizer, he did not spare his landlord Raja
Rao Dora. Dora was associated with a
number of business ventures, several of
them illegal, and had the dealership of
essential commodities including cement.
After the publication of one of
Nabakishore’s write-ups, the dealership
was canceled and there was an official
enquiry. After the Congress-I came to
power in the assembly elections, Dora
managed to retain the dealership.

In September Mohapatra was
threatened. Followers of Dora broke into
the house and tried to assault Chhabirani.
She resisted strongly and her blouse was
torn to pieces. Some belongings were also
stolen. The police arrested Dora and two
others but they were soon released on bail.
This action only made them more angry
and they hatched a plot to finish of both
the journalists.

On October 3, the family was waiting
at the bus stop to go to Puri when a
message was sent to Mohapatra asking
him to meet the block Congress-I convenor
Dibakar Nayak and Secretary Nanda
Mohanty. When he said that he would do

so on his return from Puri, he and
Chhabirani were forcibly dragged to the
Congress-I office and detained there
without food till five in the evening.
Mohapatra was forced to sign a paper
saying that he had incurred a loan of Rs.
2,000 and Chhabirani was stripped of her
ornaments to pay this fictitious  loan.

When they went home, Chhabirani
started cooking. At that moment Dibakar
Nayak arrived and asked them to leave the
village if they wanted to stay alive.
Chhabirani left the food uncooked and they
started for their native village. While they
were crossing the river, Chhabirani heard
some footsteps behind them. Nabakishore

the naked and wounded body of
Chhabirani lying on the sandy bed of the
river. Her tongue was extended and there
was no life in her. Mohapatra telephoned
the police and waited for them the whole
night. Since they did not arrive, he left the
next morning for Jagatsingpur and lodged
a report in which he was asked to delete
the names of the Congress-I office
bearers. The officer in charge Mr. Prusty
was a close associate of the agriculture
minister. He had been earlier suspended
for bribe-taking and re-instated after the
Congress-I came to power. He did not go
to inspect the murder site but sent his
subordinates.

The body was sent for an autopsy and
it took seven hours to cover a distance of
17 kms ! Autopsy took place the next day,
when decomposition had already started.
Chhabirani’s body had two injuries on the
chest and head. Her fourth rib was
fractured and had pierced the lungs. There
were clear signs of rape and the vaginal
walls were torn. Her stomach was
completely empty – not a single grain of
food was found.

The police arrested seven persons on
the charge of rape and murder but the
alleged main culprits like Raja Rao Dora
and Dibakar Nayak remain scot free
because of political patronage. This
enraged the local people who set fire to
one of Dora’s thatched houses. It is alleged
that the murderers had gone with the BDO
in his official jeep to Jagatsingpur to prove
that they were not present when the crime
was committed. But the BDO had earlier
admitted that Mohapatra had published
some news against him. The police
hestitantly interrogated the BDO on
October 10. The local people then alleged
that the BDO had prepared false vouchers
for Rs. 15,000 pretending to have spent
this money on flood relief  and free kitchens
which existed only on paper. Since the
police failed to arrest several of the
culprits, the case was handed over to the
crime branch. The Orissa Union of
Journalists demanded that it be given to
the CBI as they fear that state police may
not be able to avoid political interference.

Chhabirani

flashed his torch and was horrified to see
Bira Mania and Babaji Mania, servants of
Dora, following them with deadly
weapons. Chhabirani asked Mohapatra to
take the baby and run fast as she was faint
with hunger and could not run in her sari.
Mohaptra ran ahead and when he looked
back saw that Chhabirani had been
overpowered and was lying on the sand,
struggling hard to escape. By that time four
others had arrived. They chased
Mohapatra till he reached a nearby village
Kukundara.

He rushed back to the spot with five
villagers. When they reached, they found
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The most controversial person is
Dibakar Nayak, a bicycle thief who after
his jail term joined Prajatantra, a
newspaper organization but was dismissed
when he stole Rs. 5,000. He then joined
politics and became a sarpanch in Birdi
block. He was suspended for gross
irregularities and misappropriation of
funds. He is alleged to have been shielded
from arrest by the agriculture minister and
the local Congress-I MP.

On October 29, Mohapatra was
kidnapped, blindfolded and taken in a car
to an unknown destination. There he was
detained for a day , and made sign blank
papers as well as forced to tape record an
oral statement that his wife died a natural
death. He was given an injection and left
on the highway in an unconscious state.

Meanwhile the chief minister who
happens to be an ex-journalist has offered
Mohapatra a grant of Rs. 2,000. But
Mohapatra has declined the money on the
ground that he wants the real culprits to
be punished but they are taking shelter
behind the ruling party people.

- Shanti Ranjan Behera.
KARNATAKA
Beaten for cultivating her own
land

This is Sanjeevamma, a Dalit woman
of Churulopalli village, Bagepalli taluk,
Kolar district. She was tied to a streetlight
pole and beaten mercilessly in broad
daylight.

Sanjeevamma was married at the age
of 23 to Venkataramanappa who was 50
years old and already had a wife. She had
one daughter. Narayan Rao, a landlord and
public works department contractor,
influenced Venkataramanappa and lent him
Rs. 2,000. He planned to swallow up the
land of Venkataramanappa. Sanjeevamma
objected and did not allow her husband to
give up the land. They landlord then
instigated Venkataraman to leave her. She
began to live separately with her daughter.
During the rainy season, she started
cultivating her husband’s land. The
landlord’s goondas tried to stop her but
she went ahead and grew small rice.

One morning while she was working

on the land, she was attacked by eight or
ten goondas. They look her to the centre
of the village and tied her up to the pole.
Some villagers tried to protest but were
ignored. Sanjeevamma was badly beaten
up, even with a broom. This beating
continued for an hour. A relative of hers
went to Bagepalli and informed the police.
He also fetched a photographer. The police
arrived at four in the evening, and on

Sanjeevamma’s requesting them with tears
in her eyes, they prepared the report. For
some days, two police constables were
posted at the village.

The activists of Karnataka Dalit
Sangharsh Samiti heard of the atrocity and
decided to struggle around this issue. The
case has been referred to all the higher
officers of the district and state but no
action has been taken so far.
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Sanjeevamma has lost hope in the
police machinery which to this day has
not interrogated the landlord. She hopes
only in the efforts of the Sangharsh Samiti.

- S. Ganesan (from Panchama)
Translation : Manglura Vijaya

MAHARASHTRA
Devdasis Organize

The devdasi cult of temple prostitution
has for centuries been a weapon in the
hands of upper caste men to exploit the
lower castes. Young girls of dalit castes
are dedicated to the goddess Yellamma and
then pushed into prostitution. Dalit
organizations are now actively engaged
in the efforts to destroy this cult. A report
of their struggle against the custom of
annually parading harijan women in the
nude was published in Manushi No. 3.

On June 15, 1980, the Mahatma Phule
Samta Pratisthan organized a Devdasi
Rehabilitation Conference in Nipani. This
was the second such conference. The first
was held on September 20, 1975. The
devdasi cult is rampant in eight districts
along the border of Karnataka and
Maharashtra. About 550 devdasis
attended the conference. A number of
social activists from Pune, Bombay and
Kolhapur were also present.

The conference began with a women’s
liberation song. Women’s liberation
posters had also been put up in the hall.
Bapusaheb Patil said: “Throughout the
world, inequality exists between the rich
and the poor. It is only in our country that
inequality based on low and high castes
also exists. The dalit community is brutally
oppressed community and within this
community the most oppressed are the
devdasis. The working class movement
has never touched this question. All the
leaders of the workers’ movement are
upper caste men. Their so-called
progressiveness makes no dent in their
caste pride. This middle class leadership
is utterly ineffective hence the need for an
independent movement to eradicate
casteism.”

After this, the founder of the first

devdasi organization, Gorabai Salvode,
who is known for her tireless efforts to
root out the devidasi cult, spoke : “When
I was a little girl, I was dedicated to the
goddess. In 1967 I was ‘married’ to Babu
Khot, a government official. We had a
daughter but he refused to give her his
name, because I am a harijan. After a while,
he remarried and discarded me. While we
are young, men prowl around us but as we
grow older, they slink away. This is the
experience of all of us.

I filed a suit against Bapu Khot. Now
my daughter is studying in  Baba Adhav’s
hostel in Kolhapur. I will never dedicate
her to the goddess. We devdasis are
dishonoured and treated as prostitutes.
The first time I spoke out like this, the local
goondas beat me up. I complained to the
police but of course they did nothing. So
sisters, never dedicate your daughters –
let not their lives be ruined as ours were.
After all, why does the goddess demand
only harijan girls and not brahmin or jain
girls ? We need to think about this.

It makes no difference to us which
party comes to power – not one of them is
bothered about us. We must strengthen
our own organization. Today, even god
belongs only to the rich. He does nothing
for us who are poor. If we want our rights,
we will have to struggle together.”

While Gorabai was speaking, the
goddess took possession of another
woman. She began to scream: “You are
mocking me. Do you think I will tolerate
this ?” Gorabai replied : “I am not mocking
anyone. I am merely telling the story of my
life.” The woman continued  to scream : “I
am primary maya (illusion).” Subhash Joshi
asked Gorabai to please continue as such
pre-planned interruptions were no new
thing – they had always been used to
disrupt devdasi meetings. After this, many
other devdasis spoke.

Akkatai Kamble: “People refuse to
believe that a devdasi can be a good
woman but married women have as though
a readymade virtue. Whatever we do, we
will still be called prostitutes.”

Akkatai Shevale : “I was dedicated to

the goddess in my childhood. At the age
of 17, I formed a relationship with Vilas
Patil and had a son. He disowned paternity
and his family threatened me : ‘We will not
let your son grow up. If he starts walking,
we’ll bury him in a gutter.’ When I
complained to the police, they said : “Well,
what do you expect ? After all, you’re a
prostitute. What have you got to do with
a decent life ?”

Sunanda Shelke : “My parents
dedicated me seven years ago and I
remained in the temple, performing odd
jobs. Baba Adhav brought me to Pune and
now I study in the Sewa Sadan there. Last
year, I finished classes six and seven and
stood first in the exam. Though I have
stopped doing temple work, god hasn’t
managed to punish me yet. Sisters, you
also come out and leave this way of life, as
I  have. Come and study at the  Sadan.
Baba Adhav is with us.”

Baby Manohar Shri Panawar : “My
mother  was a muslim. She had a
relationship with a Jain. When he deserted
her, she did not know how to support me.
So she made me a devdasi. I’ve been in
this profession for ten years. I’m 20 years
old and have two children.” She began to
sob : “I was driven into this profession. I
do not want it. I want a better life but there
is no way…” Here she broke down and
had to stop speaking. All the women in
the room were weeping with her.

Dr. Argade had brought a little girl
whose hair he had unmatted and cleansed.
He offered to do this free of charge for any
devdasi who wanted it done. The girl also
spoke and said she felt much better now
and god had not punished her for
unknotting her hair. Hosabai Chavan
asked: “What if something happens to us
after we clean our hair ? Will you take the
responsibility ?” Baba  Adhav answered :
“We will all take the responsibility
together. It is said that if a devdasi’s hair is
combed or washed, it starts falling and
there are terrible consequences. But this
is not true – it is a superstition. Don’t you
remember it used to be said that smallpox
was a sign of the goddess’ displeasure ?
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But now smallpox has been eradicated. So
what happened to the goddess ?”

Nishtatai, a French woman, spoke
about a voluntary centre at Pune where
sewing, knitting and printing skills are
taught. She welcomed any interested
devdasi sisters to come and enroll
themselves at the centre.

The following resolutions were passed:
1. The Devidasi Abolition Act was

passed in Bombay in 1934 but not one case
has been filed by the government under it.
Every year hundreds of little girls are
dedicated to the goddess but our
democratic government,just like the British
government before it, does not move a
finger, on the pretext that interference will
hurt religious sentiments of certain people.
We demand implementation of the 1934
Act.

2. The devdasi question is also a
women’s liberation question. Activists
should pressurize the Maharashtra and
Karnataka state governments to set up a
Devdasi Rehabilitation Commission.

3. The government should arrest and
prosecute the contractors who operate in
big cities like Madras, Bombay, Delhi.
These men exploit the backwardness and
poverty of parents and force them to
dedicate their daughters. The government
should take steps to rescue such women
from the dens into which they are sold.

4. A census must be taken of the
devdasi community.

5. Steps for rehabilitation : daughters
to devdasis have to use their mothers’
names and are thus deprived of the special
privileges available to dalits. The rules
should be changed to rectify this;
employment opportunities  must be made
available to devdasis; special hostels must
be set up for children of devdasis in Nipani,
Belgaum, Kolhapur; all practices allied to
dedication of girls, such as ‘Jogan’ and
‘Murali’ must be banned; children of
devdasis must have inheritance rights from
the man with whom their mother was living
when they were born; all devdasis must
be given a pension in old age.

Baba Adhav made several points in his
speech : “…There are many forms of

discrimination against devdasis. Gorabai’s
daughter did not get the concessional
hostel rate to which dalits are entitled, just
because she uses her mother’s name, and
not her father’s name.

Similarly, when Indubai applied for a
loan under the Maharashtra government’s
scheme for aid to destitute widows, she
was asked to produce her husband’s death
certificate. She said : “I was married to the
devi. How can I produce a death certificate
for the devi ?” She did not get the loan.

We are keeping up the agitation. We
meet the chief minister and the social
welfare minister. We print posters
condemning the practice of dedication and
stick them up in the annual fairs where such
dedication is done. I want to tell you that
we at the Mahatma Phule foundation
provide education to girls. We will
undertake all expenses. If a minority
organizes itself and stands united, it is sure
to succeed. The country has become
independent. When will we become
independent – so that no woman should
have to sell her body to stay alive ? We
will ask society and its rulers to answer
this question.”

- P.D. Hankare

MADHYA PRADESH
Women In The Class Struggle

On December 19, the Chhatisgarh
Mukti Morcha, and organization of the
local adivasis, commemorated the 153rd
anniversary of the martyrdom of Vir
Narayan Singh, an adivasi who had
organized a peasant struggle to seize the
grain from the godowns of hoarders, and
had later broken out of goal to join the
1857 Revolt against the British. His
execution by the British is not recorded in
any history book but he is very much alive
in the oral tradition of the area…

The CMSS is the miners’ union with a
total strength of 20,000 workers, 10,000 of
whom work in the iron ore mines at Dalli-
Rajhara. Women comprise half the
workforce... A recent incident will serve to
show the militancy of the workers. On
September 27, 1980, some jawans of the
CISF stopped a 14 year old adivasi girl with
the intention of raping her. A large number
of workers, men and women, immediately
gathered, gheroad the jawans and
demanded that they be arrested. Other
CISF jawans then broke open the armoury
and started firing on the unarmed workers.
One worker was killed and 35 injured. (This

Women Mine Workers Demonstrating In Chhattisgarh
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victory  for the workers was an exceptional
one – they prevented rape rather than
merely retaliating)… Another incident of
police firing took place in 1977 when
workers clashed with police who had
entered the workers’ colony to arrest an
activist. 11 workers were killed, including
one woman Shahid Anasuya, whose
martyrdom is also remembered by the
workers.

The procession and mass meeting on
the 19th   were certainly the most impressive
I have ever seen with at least 30,000 workers
and peasants in the procession and 50,000
at the meeting… Nearly half of the
participants were women, many wearing
their miners’ helmets on their sari-covered
heads. The slogans were : “Seth-banion
ki jagir nahin, Chhatisgarh hamara hai”
(Chhatisgarh is not the property of
merchants and moneylenders – it is ours);
“Jab tak bhooka insan rahega, dharti pe
toofan rahega” (As long as human beings
remain hungry, there will be a tempest on
the earth); “Inquilab zindabad, CMSS
zindabad” (Long live the revolution, long
live CMSS).

The invitation had mentioned that
apart from a procession and mass meeting
on the 19th  there would also be a meeting
of a women’s forum to discuss women’s
oppression… However the next two days
were taken up with more mass meetings
and the trade unionists’ conference so on
the 22nd some women decided to hold a
separate women’s meeting because the
women workers though so militant and
involved in the movement, were hesitant
to speak at the meetings in front of the
men leaders. Not much notice was given
for this meeting. Word went around in the
morning that the women should assemble
at the union office at noon and within two
hours not less than 2,000 women arrived
straight from their morning’s labour at the
mines. At this mass meeting, several women
activists and some of us visiting from
outside spoke.Some songs were also
sung…The most stirring speech was by
Durgabai,an activist.She spoke about the
need for women to take an active role in
the movement since they had an equal

responsibility to carry the class struggle
forward…

- Extracts from a report by
Ayesha Heble

BANGALORE
Harassed, Evicted, Slandered

Instances of physical and mental
harassment directed towards the
subjugation of women are alarmingly on
the increase. In every such case made
known, the immediate public reaction is to
doubt the character of the woman.

The case of the warden of the Indian
Council of Social Welfare (ICSW) Hostel
for Working Women bears ample
testimony to the prejudice that society
continues to exercise against women.
Incredibly, the warden in resisting and
rejecting the advances of the male
secretary on her person, received a memo
from the managing committee terminating
her services without assigning any reason.

As if this were not malicious enough,
false rumours were spread attacking her
character as “loose.” It  is a fact well known
that the best way to break a person is to
attack the individual on a personal level,
and as women we have been brought up
to protect our “fair name” at all costs. It is
for this reason that often women would
rather tolerate this humiliation than suffer
the consequence of reporting the incident
which only brings greater mental torture
in the process of investigation that follows.

Also, three hostel residents were
served with expulsion notices. No reasons
were given and they had not broken any
hostel rules.

Four local women’s organizations,
Working Women For Justice, Karnataka
Rajya Mahila Sangha, Working Women’s
Coordination Committee and Vimochana,
joined together to support the warden and
residents, demanding their reinstatement
and an enquiry.

The warden and residents remained at
the hostel but were constantly harassed,
and on instructions from the hostel
management were denied food and water
supplies. On evening an attempt was made
to evict them.

The manner in which the enquiry was
conducted and the subsequent handling
of the report showed that the main concern
of the enquiry committee was to protect
the interests of the management committee
of the ICSW hostel. Despite the written
and verbal appeals of the guardians of the
dismissed residents, they were denied
representation. Following the submission
of the enquiry report to the state
government, the warden was forcibly
evicted from the premises at 9.30 p.m. by
the management committee with the help
of the police, pushed into an auto and left
to find her own shelter and security for
the night.

When the women’s organizations came
to hear to the manner in which the warden
was treated and the submission of the
enquiry committee, they demonstrated in
the pouring rain to protest and submitted
a memorandum to the chief minister
demanding an invalidation of the report
on the following basis :

1. That the committee had
recommended that the hostel committee
be comprised of only women to prevent
“unsavoury scandals” and in the same
breath deviously exonerated the secretary
Sri Jayasheelan of attempting to seduce
the warden Ms Aleykutti, on the rather
ridiculous argument that this person had
no previous record of seduction.

2. The committee admits in its findings
that the termination of the services of the
warden is blatantly wrong, inasmuch as
her services were terminated without
showing any reason, and yet, proceeds to
recommend some monetary compensation
as a charitable afterthought, instead of
chastising the hostel management
committee and remanding the matter to
them for readjudication.

3. The dismissal of the three hostel
residents has been judged on a post facto
basis taking into account a statement made
by them under coercion and harassment
without any attempt to discover the real
reasons for their arbitrary dismissal.

- Vimochana
– forum for women’s rights


